[Primary sclerosing cholangitis].
Primary sclerosing cholangitis (PSC) is an uncommon disorder of unknown etiology, characterized by chronic inflammation and fibrosis of the intra- and extrahepatic bile ducts. PSC is commonly associated with chronic inflammatory bowel disease, especially ulcerative colitis, and often in younger men with an extensive colitis. The diagnosis is made by endoscopic retrograde cholangiography. The characteristic findings are multiple strictures and dilatations of the intra- and extrahepatic bile ducts. Patients with PSC usually have a cholestatic biochemical profile. The liver biopsy findings are often non-specific. Different survivals in these patients have been described. However, asymptomatic patients seems to have a more favorable prognosis. The only curative treatment is liver transplantation.